
	  
 

 

Irish Design pavilion premiers at Maison et Objet, Paris,  
23-27 January 2015 as part of ID2015, a Year of Irish Design 
 
“The force of the wild Atlantic cuts and sands the island of Ireland; shaping its landscape, 
its people and their ways. This constant process of change creates new from old and 
reveals hidden layers, exposing beauty and ruggedness, strength and fragility.” 
 
 

• 100M2 pavilion wrapped in Irish linen will showcase new contemporary work from 
21 leading Irish designer makers in furniture, ceramics, glass, lighting, textiles, 
stone and basketry 

• Beautiful products are inspired by Ireland’s rich design and craft heritage 
• Ireland’s pavilion selected by Maison et Objet for Hall 8, ‘Design á Vivre’ in 

recognition of the high quality of design and making 
• The first international event of ID 2015, a Year of Irish Design, promises to awaken 

interest in Irish creativity 
 

 
L-R: Superfolk, Chaïm Factor. Woodenleg, J.HILL’s Standard, 31 Chapel Lane.  Gazel, Hennessy & 
Byrne, Cushendale Woollen Mills. 
 
For the first time ever, the work of contemporary Irish designers and makers will be 
presented in an Irish Design pavilion in Hall 8, ‘Design á Vivre’ at Maison et Objet by the 
Design & Crafts Council of Ireland (DCCoI). 
 
The 100M2 Irish Design pavilion will be sumptuously wrapped in Irish linen and feature 
new work from 21 Irish designers and makers in furniture, wood, glass, ceramics, textiles, 
lighting, stone and basketry. The collection showcases objects that exemplify simplicity of 
form, respect for materials and awareness of the end user, in celebration of Ireland’s rich 
design and craft heritage. 
 
Highlights of the exhibition will include several exciting collaborations between Irish 
makers and internationally renowned designers.  Reflecting an openness amongst designers 
and makers to learn from each other, these collaborations push boundaries, leading to the 
development of objects that fluidly combine contemporary ideas and traditional 
techniques.   
 
Award winning architect and designer Andrew Clancy of déanta Design has teamed up 
with boat builder Matthew O’Malley to create the “Carvel Chair”; pepper mills designed 
by Makers & Brothers were handcrafted by wood turner Matt Jones and contemporary cut 



crystal brand, J. Hill’s Standard, have developed two ranges with Martino Gamper and 
Scholten & Baijings. 
 
Rooted in a heritage that has evolved over centuries, contemporary Irish design and craft 
continues to be shaped by three key forces – materials, landscape and people. Vernacular 
traditions endure and respect for local materials and the inspiration of place remain 
inherent in the work of contemporary designers and makers.  
 
‘Irish craft, by virtue of its quality, is durable and usable. Over time, the user can develop a 
fuller appreciation and understanding of the object. In many cases, the actual colours and 
shapes of the objects change, moulding themselves to their user, while the user adapts their 
habits to the object,’ explains DCCoI show curator, Steven McNamara. 
 
 
The Irish Design pavilion at Maison et Objet 2015 marks the first in a series of 
international presentations of Irish design as part of Ireland’s year long Irish Design 2015 
(ID2015) initiative. The programme for the year also includes showcasing the work of Irish 
designers at high profile events in design capitals including London, Eindhoven, Milan, 
New York, Chicago and Hong Kong/Shenzhen.   
 
www.dccoi.ie/maisonetobjet2015 
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For further information, please contact:  
 
Ireland: Elevate PR (www.elevate.ie) 
Emma Kelly | emma@elevate.ie  
Aoife Smith | aoife@elevate.ie 
Sorcha Furlong | sorcha@elevate.ie 
Tel: +353 (0)1  662 5652 
 
France: OXYGEN PR (www.oxygen-rp.com) 
Malaïka Fretille-Girardot | malaika@oxygen-rp.com 
Tel. +33 (0)1 41 11 37 83 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS:  
 
Exhibitors 
Designers and makers featured in Weathering included: 
 
Furniture:  

• déanta Design: Andrew Clancy 
with Matthew O'Malley 

• Stickman 
• Woodenleg 
• Cillian Ó'Súilleabháin 

 
 
 

Ceramics:  
• Derek Wilson 
• Andrew Ludick 
• Superfolk 

 
Glass: 

• J. Hill’s Standard        
• Scott Benefield 

 



Textiles: 
• 31 Chapel Lane 
• Cushendale Woollen Mills 
• Muriel Beckett 
• Foxford Woollen Mills 

 
Wood: 

• Glenn Lucas 
• Makers&Brothers with Matt Jones 
• The Local Maker Co. 
• Chaïm Factor 

 
Lighting: 

• Shane Holland Design 
• Gazel 

 
Basketry: 

• Joe Hogan 
 
Stone: 

• Makers & Brothers with Hennessy 
& Byrne

 
 
About the Curator 
 
Steven McNamara is the founder of the studio, Roji Designs. He is passionate about 
promoting good design and has spoken on panel discussions at international design events 
such as Habitare AHEAD and OFFSET, and has collaborated with many organisations, 
amongst them the Irish Pavilion at the Venice Biennale 2012. He led a multi-disciplinary 
collective to design and curate two exhibitions, to represent Ireland and promote Irish 
design on behalf of PIVOT Dublin at World Design Capital Helsinki 2012. Steven has 
previously curated exhibitions on behalf of the Design & Crafts Council of Ireland at Tent 
London as part of London Design Festival. www.rojidesigns.com  
 
 
About the Design & Crafts Council of Ireland 
The Design & Crafts Council of Ireland (DCCoI), which is headquartered in Kilkenny in 
Ireland is the main champion of the craft and design industry in Ireland, fostering its 
growth and commercial strength, communicating its unique identity and stimulating 
quality design, innovation and competitiveness. DCCoI’s activities are funded by the 
Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation via Enterprise Ireland. DCCoI currently has 
over 75 member organisations and over 3,000 registered clients. www.dccoi.ie  
 
 
About Irish Design 2015 
Irish Design 2015 (ID2015) is a year-long programme exploring, promoting and 
celebrating Irish design through signature events on the island of Ireland as well as in 
prestigious partner venues in international capitals of design and commerce. As part of 
ID2015, Dublin has been designated World Design Hub 2015 by the International 
Association of Designers, providing Ireland with a platform to promote the skills and 
talents of Irish designers to a worldwide audience.  Michael D. Higgins, President of 
Ireland, is Patron of Irish Design 2015 and the initiative has been included in the Irish 
Government’s Action Plan for Jobs. ID2015 is being convened by the Design & Crafts 
Council of Ireland (DCCoI), in collaboration with partner organisations, on behalf of the 
Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade and Enterprise Ireland.  Irish Design 2015 partners include Founding Partners - MCO 
Projects; Accommodation Partners - The Doyle Collection; Venue Partners - OPW; 
Exhibition Partners – DAA; Technology Partners – IBM and Broadcast Partners - RTÉ. 
www.irishdesign2015.ie 
 
 


