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Chairman of the RDS Committee of Arts
Introduction

Welcome to another wonderful RDS National Craft Awards Exhibition 
where excellence in Irish craft is on display. In its current format, this 
competition and exhibition has been running for 47 years, though the 
RDS tradition of exhibiting craft goes back much further to the late 
nineteenth century. We are very proud of our role in supporting the 
craft sector in this country for all those years and intend to continue to 
do so into the future. 

Our vision for the RDS National Craft Awards is to set the standard 
for craft in Ireland to the highest possible level of skill and design 
excellence. This competition provides an open platform for Irish 
craftspeople to have their work assessed by an independent, 
professional judging panel of Irish and international craft experts. 
Prizes are awarded in recognition of excellence. Our judges assess each 
entry across four different areas: craftsmanship, design, creativity and 
presentation. The winning pieces and a number of other high quality 
works selected by the panel are then exhibited annually at the Dublin 
Horse Show where they are displayed and documented to the highest 
standards. Winners are also shown at the National Crafts & Design 
Fair which takes place in the RDS in December every year.



iii

The overall aim of the RDS Arts Programme is to provide a platform to 
support the transition from student to emerging artist; encouraging 
the pursuit of a career in craft, visual art or music. Key amongst the 
changes that were implemented in the RDS National Craft Awards 
this year was the introduction of separate strands for established 
and emerging makers. We wanted to continue showcasing the 
best well-known craft makers, while also supporting those that are 
newly emerging in a way that was fairer. The prize fund has been 
significantly increased this year to €40,000 and I would like to thank 
all of our sponsors for their generous support. To celebrate the Year 
of Irish Design, we were delighted to have been successful in our 
application to Irish Design 2015 for a significant €5,000 award for 
design excellence in a craft entry this year. I would also like to thank 
the Design & Crafts Council of Ireland for its continued and increasing 
support of the RDS National Craft Awards in 2015. Thanks also to the 
National Crafts & Design Fair organisers who have given as a prize a 
free stand at the December Fair for an emerging craftsperson.

Thank you to our independent judging panel, which was chaired this 
year by Lorraine Egan. These craft experts have given us their time 
and significant expertise which we greatly value. Please enjoy this 
wonderful display of the best of craft in Ireland, here in the historic 
surroundings of the RDS Concert Hall. 

Joseph Lynch 

Chairman, RDS Committee of Arts, 2015
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Chairman of the 2015 Judging Panel
Report

2015 saw another great effort on behalf of craft makers throughout 
Ireland to submit their work for assessment in the RDS National 
Craft Awards and it was a pleasure and privilege for all the judges to 
view the hundreds of entries.

This year saw some structural change to the Awards which has resulted 
in it becoming a two strand competition where the work of emerging 
and established makers is judged separately. The Established Maker 
RDS Award of Excellence was awarded to Joe Hogan for his large-scale, 
exquisitely crafted bog pine and willow basket entitled Ebb & Flow. The 
judge described it as “unique, faultless and innovative”. The Emerging 
Maker RDS Award of Excellence was awarded to Paula O’Callaghan, 
a graduate from the Jewellery and Goldsmithing Skills and Design 
Course run by the Design & Crafts Council of Ireland in Kilkenny. Paula’s 
beautifully designed salt & pepper shaker set made from silver with 22ct 
gold plating is inspired by industrial architecture and was described by 
the judge as “beautifully produced”.  Furniture maker John Lee won the 
special Irish Design 2015 Award of €5,000 for his stunning bleached, 
sandblasted and whitened ash coffee table. The William Smith O’Brien 
Perpetual Challenge Cup was awarded to Nicola Henley for her large-
scale and very painterly textile piece which depicts soaring gulls and a 
chalk cliff face in Rovigno, Croatia.

Encouraging emerging talent is at the heart of what the RDS Arts 
Programme is all about. With this is mind three separate awards 
specifically for emerging makers all valued at €2,000 were awarded 
this year. The RDS Graduate Award was awarded to Andrew Whitelaw 
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a graduate from CIT Crawford College of Art & Design, for his glass and 
ceramic piece entitled Shanghai. The IACI RDS Muriel Gahan Award 
went to Ryan Connolly for his beautifully designed and finished walnut 
side table which the furniture judge described as “a stunning piece of 
work, embracing new technology in furniture, beautifully shaped and 
curved”. The prize money will help him to purchase some much needed 
equipment for his studio. Finally the National Crafts & Design Fair 
Award, which comprises of a free stand at this annual five day retail 
craft fair, was awarded to Chloe Dowds. She will show her hand-thrown, 
high fired porcelain ceramic work at the Fair in the RDS in December. 

Craftsmanship, design, creativity and presentation are the four key areas 
considered by the panel of expert judges in relation to each entry.  I would 
like to thank our 2015 panel for their time and expertise. The judges not 
only selected the winners but also the pieces for inclusion in this exhibition. 
It is an enormous job to administer and run this annual competition and 
exhibition and I would like to thank the RDS Arts Programme Manager 
Dara O’Leary and Arts Administrators Veronica Reid and Katy Conneely 
for their efficiency and their organisational and practical hands on support 
throughout the entire process. I would also like to acknowledge and thank 
the RDS for its continued support of Irish craft which dates back to the 
nineteenth century and will continue long into the future.

It is a significant achievement for anyone making it through to the 
exhibition.  I congratulate every exhibitor and prize winner and hope that 
being in this exhibition will have a positive effect on the development of 
your professional career. 

Lorraine Egan  

Chair, RDS Judging Panel 2015
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The RDS Committee of Arts would like to thank  
the 2015 RDS National Craft Awards Judging Panel 
for their support:

Ms Lorraine Egan Chair (Constructed Textiles/Weaving) 
Ms Mary Butcher Basketry 
Mr Matthew Thompson Carving 
Ms Claire Curneen Ceramics 
Mr Philip Wood Ceramics 
Ms Brigitta Varadi Constructed Textiles (Felting) 
Ms Edel MacBride Constructed Textiles (Knitting /Crochet) 
Ms Jacquie Tinch Constructed Textiles (Lace) 
Mr Nigel Cheney Embellished Textiles (Embroidery/Printed) 
Ms Verena Lenzlinger Embellished Textiles (Patchwork/Quilting) 
Mr John Jenkins Furniture  
Ms Chris Bird-Jones Glass 
Mr Roger Millar Jewellery/Silversmithing 
Mr Conor Holden Leatherwork 
Mr Michael Calnan Metalwork 
Mr Conor Russell Musical Instruments  
Ms Gillian Hazeldine Paper/Calligraphy 
Mr Simon Hope Woodturning
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2015 RDS National Craft Awards Exhibitions

RDS Concert Hall 
Ballsbridge 
Dublin 4 
July 28 – 31, 2015 (free entry) 
August 6 – 9, 2015 (during Discover Ireland 
Dublin Horse Show, entry fee applies) 
www.rds.ie/arts

National Crafts & Design Fair 
Main Hall, RDS 
Ballsbridge 
Dublin 4 
December 2 – 6, 2015 (prize winners only) 
www.nationalcraftsfair.ie
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2015 RDS National Craft Awards Sponsors

Ceramics Ireland

Country Markets Ltd

Design & Crafts Council of Ireland

Eleanor De La Branchardière Bequest

Glass Society of Ireland

Guild of Irish Lacemakers

Irish American Cultural Institute

Irish Design 2015

Irish Patchwork Society

Irish Woodturners Guild

Professor Rosamond Mitchell

National Crafts & Design Fair

Traditional Lacemakers of Ireland





x RDS National Craft Awards Overall Prize Winners

RDS Established Maker Award of Excellence -  
€5,000 & California Gold Medal

Joe Hogan (C2)



xiRDS National Craft Awards Overall Prize Winners

RDS Emerging Maker Award of Excellence -  
€5,000 & California Gold Medal

Paula O’Callaghan (C68)
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Irish Design 2015 Award - €5,000

John Lee (C49)

RDS National Craft Awards Overall Prize Winners
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RDS William Smith O’Brien Perpetual Challenge Cup

Nicola Henley (C37)

RDS National Craft Awards Overall Prize Winners



xiv RDS National Craft Awards Overall Prize Winners

IACI RDS Muriel Gahan Award - €2,000

Ryan Connolly (C45)



xvRDS National Craft Awards Overall Prize Winners

RDS Graduate Award - €2,000

Andrew Whitelaw (C21)



xvi RDS National Craft Awards Overall Prize Winners

National Crafts & Design Fair Award

Chloe Dowds (C11)
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Basketry 
Established Maker 
Joe Hogan 
Emerging Maker 
Eamon Tobin

Carving 
Established Maker 
Michelle Byrne 
Emerging Maker 
Not Awarded

Ceramics 
Established Maker 
Anthony O’Brien 
Emerging Maker 
Cathy Burke

Constructed Textiles  
Established Maker 
Aisling Doonan 
Emerging Maker 
Honor Fitzsimons

Embellished Textiles 
Established Maker 
Nicola Henley  
Emerging Maker 
Maria Santos

Furniture 
Established Maker 
John Lee 
Emerging Maker 
Ryan Connolly

Glass 
Established Maker 
Alison Lowry  
Emerging Maker 
Laura Quinn

Jewellery & 
Silversmithing 
Established Maker 
Celine Traynor  
Emerging Maker 
Paula O’Callaghan

Leatherwork 
Established Maker 
Róisín Gartland  
Emerging Maker 
Shauna McGowan

Metalwork 
Established Maker 
Kevin O’Dwyer / Liam Flynn 
Emerging Maker 
Not Awarded

Musical Instruments 
Established Maker 
Not Awarded 
Emerging Maker 
Not Awarded

Paper & Calligraphy 
Established Maker 
Denis Brown 
Emerging Maker 
Not Awarded

Woodturning 
Established Maker 
Max Brosi 
Emerging Maker 
Not Awarded

RDS National Craft Awards Category Prize Winners (RDS Medal & €500)
Sponsored by the Design & Crafts Council of Ireland
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Ceramics Ireland Award  
- €500 
Cathy Burke

Country Markets Ltd Award 
- €500 
Joe Hogan

Eleanor de la Branchardière 
Award - €1,200 
Leonora Ferguson

Glass Society of Ireland 
Award - €500 
Laura Quinn

Guild of Irish Lacemakers 
Award - €500 
Mary Shields

IACI RDS Muriel Gahan 
Award - €2,000 
Ryan Connolly

Irish Design 2015 Award  
- €5,000 
John Lee

Irish Patchwork Society 
Award - €500 
Mary Palmer

Irish Woodturners Guild 
Award - €500 
Max Brosi

Lillias Mitchell Award  
- €500 
Honor Fitzsimons

National Crafts & Design 
Fair Award 
Chloe Dowds

Traditional Lacemakers of 
Ireland Award  
Fiona Harrington

RDS National Craft Awards Sponsored Prize Winners







C1Basketry

Large Willow Vase -  €390
This vase is hand woven from willow. The 
different colours are different varieties of 
natural Irish willow. 

Ciarán Hogan
Emerging Maker



C2 Basketry

Ebb & Flow -  €4,500
A large basket inspired by found pieces of bog 
pine which suggested the shape. Willows are 
soaked and steamed Harrisons. 

Joe Hogan
Established Maker 
Category Winner

RDS Established Maker Award of Excellence - 
€5,000 & California Gold Medal

Country Markets Ltd Award - €500



C3Basketry

Wobble -  €220
The willow dictated the shape of this basket, 
rather than it being controlled by the maker. 
The main body of the piece is in curly weave 
with the collar a 24 rod rand in ‘Flanders Red’. 

Eamon Tobin
Emerging Maker 
Category Winner



C4 Carving

Tracks & Trails -  €1,550
This piece is a limestone and bronze sculpture. 
The patterns are inspired by aerial view maps, 
the marks we have left on the landscape 
and what they tell us about the geology and 
topography and our relationship with it. 

Michelle Byrne
Established Maker 
Category Winner



C5Carving

Flowing Form -  €1,750
Abstract sculpture in walnut wood. Divided 
form suggesting unity and harmony even 
in division. Inspired by nature and reflecting 
something of the curling of drying leaves and 
the transition from tree to sculpture.

Conleth Gent
Established Maker



C6 Carving

In a Nutshell -  €1,600
This piece is inspired by a seed shell from the 
Emperor tree. The inside of the shell is claw 
tooled which contrasts beautifully with the 
outside honed surface. The piece is mounted 
onto a rough sandstone base. 

Richard Healy
Established Maker



C7Carving

Games Over, Generation Alpha -  €7,500
This sculpture is made from Kilkenny black 
marble and Carrara white marble and is part 
of a modern warfare series of six pieces. A 
man sits on top of a predator drone, controlled 
using the games consul controller in his hand. 

James Horam
Established Maker



C8 Ceramics

Smoke-Fired Salad Bowl -  €200
This large functional salad bowl was hand 
thrown in stoneware clay and glazed with a 
wood-ash glaze. It was fired in a gas kiln and 
subsequently smoke-fired to blacken the clay 
and give the piece its characteristic raku-style 
effect. 

Juliet Ball
Established Maker



C9Ceramics

Solines -  €360
These are simple cylindrical forms that 
are made on a potter’s wheel with black 
earthstone clay. Their expressive rocky 
textures and rich colors distinguish them. The 
title, which means pipes in Greek, translates 
the intention for the pieces to be attached to 
each other. 

Magda Bethani
Emerging Maker



C10 Ceramics

Bryum X Pala XI -  €495
Inspired by the similarities and comparisons 
found in decay and regeneration, ideas for 
this ceramic work focus on plant and tool 
forms. It is particularly based on the cyclical 
comparisons found in both cultivated nature 
and mechanical implements, evident here in 
the form and surface treatment. 

Cathy Burke
Emerging Maker 
Category Winner

Ceramics Ireland Award - €500



C11Ceramics

Porcelain Tea Set -  €218
This maker creates tactile porcelain tableware 
that is comfortable to use. Craftsmanship and 
attention to detail are paramount in the work. 
A soft spiral added to the pieces creates a 
sense of movement. After firing, each piece is 
individually polished. 

Chloe Dowds
Emerging Maker 

National Crafts & Design Fair Award



C12 Ceramics

Vent -  €480
In response to the loss of manufacture within 
Europe the object ‘Vent’ has the illusion of 
purpose. The suggestive space framed by the 
bold artificial plastic material captures the 
intangible emptiness left within a society once 
with purpose. 

Rhiannon Ewing-James
Emerging Maker



C13Ceramics

Tessellation -  €150
Influenced by nature, this maker uses 
hexagons to create tessellations inspired 
by the cellular structures of a plant. By 
using these cells as a system, the piece 
explores the aesthetics in delicate porcelain 
structures through a three dimensional 
sketching process. 

Aoife Natsumi Frehan
Emerging Maker



C14 Ceramics

Entrapment -  €270 each
These grid-like porcelain clay forms explore 
the silent strength of addiction through the 
notion of entrapment, which focuses on 
barricading, physical evidence of confinement 
within a space. 

Niamh Kearns
Emerging Maker



C15Ceramics

Yingge Tower -  €2,400
During an artistic residency at the Yingge 
Ceramics Museum in Taipei Taiwan, this hand 
built stoneware clay form was created as a 
direct response to both the contemporary 
architecture of Taiwan and its tradition in the 
making of celadon glazed ceramics. 

Michael Moore
Established Maker



C16 Ceramics

Four Ravens, Four Raptors -  €450
Large ash-glazed stoneware dish with wax 
resistant birds on the front and incised 
decoration through dark slip on the reverse.

Anthony O’Brien
Established Maker 
Category Winner



C17Ceramics

Orcheetle -  €500
Nature contributes both beauty and healing to 
our lives, but there is also a darker, and more 
unforgiving side. This stoneware ceramic work 
is an exploration of the complex relationship 
between the positive and the negative aspects 
of the natural world. 

Etaoin O’Reilly
Emerging Maker



C18 Ceramics

Barrel Vessel -  €800
This maker’s ceramic practice explores a sense 
of place through landscape and objects. Forms 
evolve from the vernacular containers and 
tools of rural life now preserved in museums. 
Conserved behind glass, no longer utilitarian, 
they resonate for different reasons. 

Mandy Parslow
Established Maker



C19Ceramics

Dragon Egg -  €300
Blending fantasy with organic egg forms 
continues to fascinate this maker, as do 
the challenges of working with porcelain. 
Unglazed, the work allows the material speak 
silently for itself, occupying and containing 
space with its own colour and wonderful 
translucence. 

Elizabeth Petcu
Established Maker



C20 Ceramics

Flora -  €380
The maker encases plants in porcelain paper 
clay slip and fires them to obliterate organic 
traces, creating porcelain plant fossils. This 
piece is inspired by fern fossils, seventeenth 
century Dutch still life floral paintings and 
Victorian bell jars. 

Vicki Sutherland
Established Maker



C21Ceramics

Shanghai -  €980
This ceramic and glass piece reflects the 
maker’s initial views of China’s rich ceramic 
culture which were blinded by the scale of 
buildings, glass and lights, impairing the vision 
of what one might expect. This piece hides the 
porcelain vessels within the confines of the 
cast glass structure. 

Andrew Whitelaw
Emerging Maker 

RDS Graduate Award - €2,000



C22 Constructed Textiles

I Go -  €210
These shoes (size 38) are made from silk and 
Merino wool nuno felt fabric combined with 
leather. 

Aleksandra Bartus-Winiarska
Emerging Maker



C23Constructed Textiles

Seeded -  From €450 to €550
Seeded is a knitted accessory collection that 
epitomizes whimsical opulence. Inspired by 
the issue of waste of fruit and vegetables, a 
distinctive colour palette was created using 
local, natural resources such as onion skins as 
a sustainable dye for quality yarn. 

Shelley Cochrane
Emerging Maker



C24 Constructed Textiles

Fionnuala -  Not for Sale
Hand-knit using a luxurious Merino wool, this 
dress has an elegant, sleek silhouette. Inspired 
by The Children of Lir, the geometric lace 
pattern was derived from the feathers against 
the waves. The storms and hardships endured 
by the swans, accentuates its femininity. 

Patricia Cox
Emerging Maker



C25Constructed Textiles

Anything to Say to Me? -  €530
Hand-woven tapestry, 14 warps per 2.8cms. 
Cotton warp (vertical threads) woven with a 
blend of linen, cotton and wool weft (horizontal). 
Inspired by the song ‘Skylark’ written by Hoagy 
Carmichael and Johnny Mercer.

Mary Cuthbert
Established Maker



C26 Constructed Textiles

Shealtainn Shawl -  €900
Ethereal square hand-knit Shetland shawl 
in sumptuous cashmere, silk and Merino. It 
is feather light with the amber glass beaded 
edging lending a little weight and interest. 

Aisling Doonan
Established Maker 
Category Winner



C27Constructed Textiles

Carriage Parasol -  Not for Sale
A parasol cover of traditional Irish crochet lace 
using mercerised cotton and made entirely 
with a crochet hook. Incorporating many of the 
padded motifs depicting the native flora of the 
fields and hedgerows. 

Kathie Earle
Established Maker



C28 Constructed Textiles

Japonisme Lace Veil Headress -  €250
Inspired by the Japanese influence on fashion 
of the past, but with a modern twist; this veil is 
made from enamelled copper wire in a Torchon 
lace pattern and decorated with handmade 
feather flowers, quill and Swarovski crystals. 

Leonora Ferguson
Emerging Maker 

Eleanor de la Branchardière Award - €1,200



C29Constructed Textiles

A Stone In Between -  €195 & €440
This work draws upon themes of ancient 
design. A union of innovation and luxury, the 
wool and kid mohair basket weave dress is 
constructed seamlessly, draped around the 
form, with raw tufted edges in soft pure wool 
and careful attention to colour placement. 

Honor Fitzsimons
Emerging Maker 
Category Winner

Lillias Mitchell Award - €500



C30 Constructed Textiles

The Lost Sheep -  €390
Inspired by a sheep who became separated 
from her flock, this piece combines traditional 
handmade lace with contemporary 
approaches to design. The composition is 
based on original artwork and the lace is 
constructed through a process of meticulous 
hand stitching. 

Fiona Harrington
Emerging Maker 

Traditional Lacemakers of Ireland Award



C31Constructed Textiles

Organised Chaos -  From €95 to €190
This maker’s intricate designs allow subtle 
manipulation of shapes to speak. Black 
mercerized cotton yarn is placed carefully 
on mannequins to create her inspired 
shape. Through aluminium tubing in various 
pieces and hand sewing strong statements, 
neckpieces are created. 

Frances Hetherington
Emerging Maker



C32 Constructed Textiles

Heather Beds -  €195
The concept for this felted piece is from the 
‘Featherbeds’ in the Dublin Mountains, where 
the landscape is wild and open with heather 
beds and peat banks. Using various materials 
including silk and wool, some are hand dyed 
to capture the textures to create individually 
handmade pieces of original art. 

Geraldine Leonard
Emerging Maker



C33Constructed Textiles

Trio -  €226
“Make Do and Mend” remains part of 
today’s farming culture, using materials 
that have been found on or sourced 
through the farm. Employing hand skills 
passed through generations, the maker 
knits and constructs, seeing the potential in 
contemporary useful objects. 

Rachel Rankin
Emerging Maker



C34 Constructed Textiles

Medicine Spoon -  €150
The 5ml plastic medicine spoon serves a 
support for the warp and weft for the black 
nylon twine. The plain weave is part of an 
investigation into different types of supports 
for woven structures. 

Beth Royds
Established Maker



C35Constructed Textiles

Italian Wedding -  Not for Sale
Ivory wedding veil in Carrickmacross appliqué 
and guipure lace decorated with needlepoint 
and filling stitches and finished with a three-
dimensional hair attachment. 

Mary Shields
Established Maker 

Guild of Irish Lacemakers Award - €500



C36 Embellished Textiles

Traverse I, II & III, Triptych -  €2,000
These digitally printed silk twill narrative wall 
pieces depict the maker’s responses to cultural 
experiences as a child crossing the border into 
the North of Ireland and as an adult to study 
Art at the University of Ulster, Belfast. 

Mary R. Cullen
Established Maker



C37Embellished Textiles

Gulls Soaring, Rovigno -  €2,000
This piece depicts soaring gulls and a chalk 
cliff face in Rovigno, Croatia. Hand-made 
on dyed cotton calico, painted and screen 
printed with dyes and pigments. The surface 
is textured with machine and hand embroidery 
incorporating Japanese paper and silk detail. 

Nicola Henley
Established Maker 
Category Winner

RDS William Smith O’Brien Perpetual 
Challenge Cup



C38 Embellished Textiles

The Texture of Pain -  €1,650
This hand smocked spinal calico piece, 
combines traditional techniques with 
unorthodox treatments such as plaster 
and burning. It epitomizes the fragility and 
resilience of the body as it battles with pain and 
disease by depicting the sensations of pain. 

Charissa Martin
Emerging Maker



C39Embellished Textiles

The Nesting Place -  Not for Sale
The inspiration for these screen printed 
metallic wool cushions is rooted in everyday 
observations from natural surroundings. The 
maker’s textiles focus on the artistic process, 
combining traditional textile techniques, with 
more unusual, high-end effects such as foiling. 

Aoife Mullane
Emerging Maker



C40 Embellished Textiles

Des Pas Sur La Neige -  Not for Sale
Des Pas Sur la Neige is part of an ongoing 
series exploring colour and its amazing ability 
to evoke a sense of time or place. This piece 
represents the colours and textures of the 
maker’s childhood winters. 

Mary Palmer
Established Maker 

Irish Patchwork Society Award - €500



C41Embellished Textiles

By The Gulf -  €200 each
Taking inspiration from the tropical vegetation 
of the coastal areas around the Gulf of Mexico 
the maker created the patterns and textures 
for the slings of the deck chairs. They were 
digitally printed on cotton canvas. 

Maria Graciana Parga
Emerging Maker



C42 Embellished Textiles

Pile -  €4,500
This piece belongs to an ongoing study about 
the primal habit of gathering objects. It is a 
journey from the moment something attracts 
our attention. It reflects upon how objects 
are collected and arranged, and how through 
time they transform. Silk organza, mulberry 
silk and polymethyl. 

Maria Santos
Emerging Maker 
Category Winner



C43Embellished Textiles

A Botanical Reflection -  €650 each
Mixing fresh graphic visuals and traditional 
Elizabethan aesthetics, these unique, 
zesty embroidery designs represent a new 
generation of makers, and proudly fall within 
the sub category of ‘digital craft’.

Aisling Smyth
Emerging Maker



C44 Furniture

Jas Carew Carver -  Not for Sale
This contemporary armchair reflects a passion 
for traditional handcraft and modern design. 
The chair is handcrafted in olive ash and the 
design has been influenced by the simplicity of 
Scandinavian and Shaker furniture. 

Tommy Carew
Emerging Maker



C45Furniture

Walnut Side Table III -  €1,550
This side table is the latest in a series of 
pieces from Ryan Connolly. Made from 
layers of solid walnut and hand shaped 
using traditional tools, this table is defined 
by sandpaper, revealing polished surfaces 
enhanced by a natural oil finish. 

Ryan Connolly
Emerging Maker 
Category Winner

IACI RDS Muriel Gahan Award - €2,000



C46 Furniture

Gearr -  €194
Gearr, meaning cut in Irish, is an innovative 
and beautiful chopping board with a 
detachable tray, built to make your life 
easier. The gorgeous walnut and ash 
materials will glamorize any kitchen. Cut, 
pour and cook with ease. 

Paul Heneghan
Emerging Maker



C47Furniture

Grace -  €12,000
A hand crafted piece using solid ash with a 
bleached satin finish. Incorporating free form 
lamination and hand sculpting. 

John Ireland
Established Maker



C48 Furniture

Snug Chair & Bench -  Chair €425, Bench €375
Snug celebrates design that is playful, 
functional and crafted. All products are 
designed with this in mind, creating well-
crafted and designed furniture that will sit 
comfortably in any home. 

Conor Kelly
Emerging Maker



C49Furniture

Core II -  €3,000
Coffee table in solid ash featuring unique 
carved and textured surfaces. Inspired by 
the entrance stones at Newgrange and the 
natural effects of weathering and erosion on 
our surrounding environment. The table has 
been bleached, whitened and sealed with a 
matt lacquer. 

John Lee
Established Maker 
Category Winner

Irish Design 2015 Award - €5,000



C50 Furniture

Water Wag -  Not for Sale
Water Wag is a 14 foot clinker built sailing 
dinghy. Materials used are: Irish oak, elm, sitka 
spruce and mahogany, with copper nails and 
rooves. The design is based on a nineteenth 
century design by Thomas Middleton. 

Cathy Mac Aleavey
Emerging Maker



C51Furniture

Legacy Windsor Chair -  €2,500
This chair is made from green and seasoned 
woods using techniques both old and new. The 
chair design has been abstracted to new level 
to suit the vision of a pleasing aesthetic while 
ensuring optimum comfort. 

Garry Marcham
Established Maker



C52 Furniture

Courtlands -  €1,850
A corner-table with two drawers, made from 
oak and maple. A study on a cube, it uses 
geometric forms typical of the maker’s work. 
This is a playful, modernist piece, which 
subverts convention and explores themes of 
confinement and restriction. 

Cillian Ó Súilleabháin
Established Maker



C53Glass

Humbug, Blue & Yellow -  €950
This blown glass sculptural vessel has 
been made using the Venetian cane roll-up 
technique to create a striped surface. Lenses 
have been cut into the stripes to reveal a clear 
interior and create an optical effect. 

Catherine Keenan
Established Maker



C54 Glass

Polished Vessels I & II -  €1,775 pair
Two highly polished pâte de verre vessels, 
created using reactive glasses. Pâte de verre is 
an ancient glass making technique translating 
as ‘paste of glass’. 

Alison Lowry
Established Maker 
Category Winner



C55Glass

Bells of Digitalis -  €2,500
This maker creates wearable work that 
references Irish healing rituals and plants. 
This piece explores the Foxglove’s use 
in heart medicine and draws a parallel 
between repetitious, meditative making 
and traditional rituals. Lamp-worked glass, 
copper tubing and rubber. 

Laura Quinn
Emerging Maker 
Category Winner

Glass Society of Ireland Award - €500



C56 Glass

Obey -  €500 & €800
These metaphorical fragile pâte de verre glass 
works symbolize the hidden ugliness that 
can reside within the institution of marriage 
through the vow to obey. The word obey 
creates the repeat lace pattern; referencing an 
abuse that is psychological. 

Rose Sinclair-Doyle
Emerging Maker



C57Jewellery & Silversmithing

Sunburst: Broken Mandala -  €1,350
This silver, 22ct gold and citrine brooch 
endeavours to capture the radial repeating 
pattern of a specific form often found in 
mandalas. It does not complete its circular 
journey, expressing the attempt to find 
wholeness. 

Catherine Conroy
Emerging Maker



C58 Jewellery & Silversmithing

What a Gem -  €1,150
Handmade necklace and earrings of up-cycled 
high density polyethylene and sterling silver. 
This piece was developed out of a body of 
work seeking to question the concept of value 
and how context is significant in how we 
define an item’s value. 

Sinéad Cooke
Emerging Maker



C59Jewellery & Silversmithing

Jewelled Salt & Pepper Shakers -  €2,500
These salt & pepper shakers are hand-
fabricated from sterling silver and channel set 
with over 160 tanzanite-blue cubic zirconia 
gemstones. The maker’s aim was to produce 
condiment holders that are equally at home on 
a dressing table or a dinner table. 

Ríona Finn
Emerging Maker



C60 Jewellery & Silversmithing

Metropolis Mirrored -  €2,000
This architecturally inspired silver salt & 
peppers shaker set evokes the geometric 
beauty of the Art Deco era. The two elements 
sit seamlessly together creating the illusion of 
one solid piece. They are complimented by the 
elongated ovals of the gold plated outer cage. 

Louise France
Emerging Maker



C61Jewellery & Silversmithing

Untitled -  Not for Sale
Salt & pepper shakers made from sterling 
silver and fabricated using a scoring and 
folding method. They are mounted on a 
bog oak stand using a concealed magnet 
connected to inlaid steel. This piece was 
inspired by the natural formation of ice 
crystals on wood.

Joanne Gamble
Emerging Maker



C62 Jewellery & Silversmithing

Vortex Bowl -  Not for Sale
Ancient silversmithing techniques have been 
used to make the bowl. The outer part was 
raised and the inner one was sunk. Over 8,000 
hand engraved lines were used to create the 
pattern of the inner lining. 

Jacob Golaszewski
Emerging Maker



C63Jewellery & Silversmithing

Kandinsky Composition 8 -  €875
This pendant is inspired by Kandinsky’s 
Composition 8. It is made of sterling silver 
which has been engraved, scored and folded 
and riveted. Sections are laminated in 22ct 
gold and there is a lapis lazuli disc in a silver 
setting, also laminated. 

Eleanor Haworth
Emerging Maker



C64 Jewellery & Silversmithing

The Kapustin Bangle -  €495
This maker explores how she can translate 
pieces of music into tactile and wearable 
forms. She creates graphic notation from 
scores of music which are laser cut from paper 
and carefully assembled to mirror the musical 
sequence of each score. 

Genevieve Howard
Emerging Maker



C65Jewellery & Silversmithing

Traces of Another Consciousness -   

Brooches €55 each, Earrings €75
Paying homage to skilled lace-makers of the 
past and taking the form of the tattling shuttle, 
these brooches question the importance of 
tools in the making process. They are made 
from boxwood, a wood commonly used in 
forming tool handles and metal. 

Jane Kennedy
Emerging Maker



C66 Jewellery & Silversmithing

Glow Neckpiece -  Not for Sale
This neckpiece is based on the interaction 
of primary forms and explores how 
through colour and formal principles these 
shapes can create an essentially playful 
geometric vocabulary. Each form consists 
of cold fastening multiple layers of plexiglas, 
combined with silver on a steel cable. 

Fiona Mulholland
Established Maker



C67Jewellery & Silversmithing

Shell & Claw Necklace -  €600
This silver necklace was inspired by a poem 
by Kahlil Gibran entitled On Pain. This piece 
represents life and the fractures that can 
occur in our lives, whether they are desired or 
forced upon us. 

Neasa O’Brien
Emerging Maker



C68 Jewellery & Silversmithing

Industry: Salt & Pepper Shakers -  €1,350
Inspired by industrial architecture, these 
occasional salt & pepper shakers were hand 
made to create an interesting dinner set for 
any table. Showing contrast of form and 
surface treatment, this set emerges from 
traditional techniques into a modern context. 

Paula O’Callaghan
Emerging Maker 
Category Winner

RDS Emerging Maker Award of Excellence - 
€5,000 & California Gold Medal



C69Jewellery & Silversmithing

Pomoknunomascene 1 -  Not for Sale
Contemporary damascene bracelet, 
constructed from mild steel, 24ct gold and 
sterling silver. Form and process are derived 
from nineteenth century ceremonial Sikh 
armour. Decoration inspired by the work 
of India’s foremost abstract artist Vasudeo 
Gaitonde. 

Charlie Ratcliff
Emerging Maker



C70 Jewellery & Silversmithing

Beryl Neck Piece -  €20,000
The artist Mainie Jellet inspired the maker  
to design this functional, contemporary,  
18ct yellow gold and beryl necklace 
which has an antique finish and uses 
cubic elements. It is crafted by hand using 
traditional goldsmithing techniques.

Moritz Schurmann
Established Maker



C71Jewellery & Silversmithing

Omni-Directional Pendant & Pearls -  €2,500
The design of this neckpiece was inspired by 
visualized sound waves associated with an 
omni-directional microphone - invisible lines 
surrounding the microphone in horizontal and 
vertical planes, distinguished by use of 18ct 
yellow and white gold. A continuous strand of 
grey freshwater pearls is attached to pendant. 

Celine Traynor
Established Maker 
Category Winner



C72 Jewellery & Silversmithing

Happiness is Like a Butterfly -  Not for Sale
This piece is inspired by a quote from 
Nathaniel Hawthorne: ‘Happiness is like a 
butterfly which, when pursued, is always 
beyond our grasp, but, if you will sit down 
quietly, may alight upon you’. 18ct yellow gold, 
peridot, amethyst, seed pearls.

Marie-Therese Walker
Established Maker



C73Leatherwork

Grand Prix Dressage -  €2,250
Hand crafted classic dressage saddle 
constructed from the best quality leathers. 
Deep spring tree, orthopedic memory foam 
seat, flaps lined with calf skin, well positioned 
angled knee blocks and soft knee pads. 
Flocked wool panel which spreads weight 
evenly. 

Tom Berney
Established Maker



C74 Leatherwork

Come & Go -   

Individual Items From €220 to €1,495
These three outfits are inspired by Samuel 
Beckett’s play Come & Go. As a leatherwear 
designer, the maker merges technical skill and 
an innate knowledge of the body with an ability 
to manipulate materials into forms to create 
combinations that make the wearer feel both 
very special and protected at the same time. 

Róisín Gartland
Established Maker 
Category Winner



C75Leatherwork

Earth-Shaker -  €1,650
Bespoke screen-printed metallic leather cape 
with sapphire silk satin lining. This piece is 
inspired by the Greek myth of Poseidon, known 
as the ‘God of the Sea’. All aspects of this 
wearable piece of art were created by hand. 

Shauna McGowan
Emerging Maker 
Category Winner



C76 Metalwork

Tall Red Podform -  €1,800
This maker uses traditional silversmithing 
skills, working directly with a hammer and 
anvil on a flat sheet of bronze to create elegant 
sculptural forms that appear as if they have 
just grown in nature. The bronze is finished 
by patination and the tip is polished and gold 
plated. 

Seamus Gill
Established Maker



C77Metalwork

Carving Knife -  €3,500
Damascus steel carving knife with hand 
carved ebony handle and sterling silver 
inset. This is a collaborative project between 
silversmith Kevin O’Dwyer and woodturner 
Liam Flynn.

Kevin O’Dwyer / Liam Flynn
Established Maker 
Category Winner



C78 Metalwork

The Winter Box Garden -  €3,700
Lace-like patterns in a winter garden, seeds, a 
wreath in a Danish graveyard and eighteenth 
century Irish botanical lace have all inspired 
this work of nine panels in repoussé and 
etched copper. 

Jane Murtagh
Established Maker



C79Metalwork

Carving Knife -  €3,000
Damascus steel carving knife. 220 layers of 
steel are fused and forged to create a unique 
patterned Damascus steel blade. The handle is 
made from sterling silver and ebony. 

Kevin O’Dwyer
Established Maker



C80 Paper & Calligraphy

In the Beginning was the Word -  €665
Polyrhythmic calligraphy performed with 
fast dynamic pen strokes. The text from the 
opening of St. John’s Gospel. 

Denis Brown
Established Maker 
Category Winner



C81Paper & Calligraphy

Whatever is Given -  €950
Classical letterform and personal 
reinterpretation of a text after Seamus Heaney, 
made during our recent referendum, by way 
of artistic engagement! Contrast between 
two styles; and between strictly proportioned 
enclosure and interior freedom: politics in 
graphic form. 

Gareth Colgan
Established Maker



C82 Paper & Calligraphy

Birch -  €190
This piece is an ornamental cylindrical shaped 
book made from Irish vellum, paper and 
thread. It is a non-adhesive limp velum binding. 
Inspired by the birch tree especially the 
patterns on its bark. 

Sandi Sexton
Established Maker



C83Woodturning

Irish Water II -  €1,200
An exploration of individuality and sameness. 
Identical forms are turned from green oak, 
during seasoning, they warp and distort as 
dictated by the grain orientation and internal 
stresses, much as we humans change and 
discover our own direction in life. 

Max Brosi
Established Maker 
Category Winner

Irish Woodturners Guild Award - €500



C84 Woodturning

Hermit Form I, II & III -  €1,800
These Irish ash hermit forms are reminiscent 
of crustaceous shells and other sea life. The 
hermit is also a person who lives in seclusion 
from society, which is a reflection on the 
solitary and devotional nature of craft. 

Matt Jones
Established Maker



C85Woodturning

Clawback -  €1,250
This ash piece has been created on a lathe to 
the maker’s own design and specifications. 
The design is in keeping with modern art while 
at the same time not complicating the overall 
look. 

Robert O’Connor
Established Maker
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Juliet Ball – C8 

353 85 1613854 

julietball@gmail.com 

 www.julietball.wix.com/

cloonmorepottery

Aleksandra Bartus-Winiarska 

– C22 

353 85 2705116 

abwiniarska@yahoo.com 

www.aleksdesigns.com

Tom Berney  – C73 

353 45 481228 

info@berneybrossaddles.com 

www.berneybrossaddles.com

Magda Bethani – C9 

353 86 4497341 

ceramics@magdabethani.com 

www.magdabethani.com

Max Brosi – C83 

353 86 6090650 

maxbrosi81@gmail.com

Denis Brown – C80 

353 87 7866997 

dbrown@quillskill.com 

www.quillskill.com

Cathy Burke – C10 

353 86 8522886 

cathyburkeart@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/cathy.

burkeart

Michelle Byrne – C4 

353 86 3545222 

michellefbyrne@hotmail.com 

www.michellebyrnesculpture.

com

Tommy Carew – C44 

353 87 6541850 

tommycarew@gmail.com 

www.tommycarewdesign.com

Shelley Cochrane – C23 

44 28 40671147 

shelleyc94@yahoo.co.uk 

www.shelley.cochrane@

wordpress.com

Gareth Colgan – C81 

353 1 2881959 

gpcolgan@eircom.net 

www.garethcolgan.com

Ryan Connolly – C45 

353 87 2541633 

connolly.ryan@live.com 

www.connollyandcompany.com

Catherine Conroy – C57 

353 86 0877476 

info@catherineconroy.ie 

www.catherineconroy.ie

Sinéad Cooke – C58 

353 1 5342649 

sinead.cooke@gmail.com

Patricia Cox – C24 

353 86 8568446 

patriciacox@eircom.net 

www.thebaldysheep.ie

Mary R. Cullen – C36 

353 1 8337575  

Cullenmrp@gmail.com

Mary Cuthbert – C25 

353 87 2340514 

mcuthbert@gmail.com

Artist Contact & Page Index
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Aisling Doonan – C26 

353 86 3861105 

aislingmdoonan@gmail.com 

www.rubysasha.blogspot.ie

Chloe Dowds – C11 

353 87 7665415 

chloedowds@gmail.com 

www.chloedowds.com

Kathie Earle – C27 

353 45 252739 

jimmyearle@eircom.net

Rhiannon Ewing-James – C12 

44 28 38345291 

ewingjames.rhiannon@gmail.com 

www.ewing-james.com

Leonora Ferguson – C28 

44 28 86764235 

leonoraferguson@gmail.com 

www.leonoraferguson.com

Ríona Finn – C59 

353 86 3133421 

info@rionafinn.com 

www.rionafinn.com

Honor Fitzsimons – C29 

353 87 7972574 

honorfitzsimons@gmail.com 

www.honorfitzsimons.com

Louise France – C60 

353 85 7686820 

louise.france1@gmail.com

Aoife Natsumi Frehan – C13 

353 87 3154290 

aoife.natsumi@gmail.com

Joanne Gamble – C61 

353 83 3553048 

jogajewellery@gmail.com

Róisín Gartland – C74 

353 87 2490984 

info@roisingartland.com 

www.roisingartland.com

Conleth Gent – C5 

353 1 2954951 

conlethgent@eircom.net 

www.conlethgent.ie

Seamus Gill – C76 

353 1 6775701 

seamus@seamusgill.com 

www.seamusgill.com

Jacob Golaszewski – C62 

353 85 1001977 

keremenos@poczta.fm

Fiona Harrington – C30 

353 87 0671860 

fiharrington@gmail.com 

www.fionaharrington.com

Eleanor Haworth – C63 

353 87 7573776 

haworth.eleanor@gmail.com

Richard Healy – C6 

353 86 0607430 

richiehealy@gmail.com

Paul Heneghan – C46 

353 87 4674084 

paulhene@gmail.com 

www.heneghanandsons.com

Nicola Henley – C37 

353 86 3465684 

nhenley6@gmail.com 

www.nicolahenley.com

Frances Hetherington – C31 

44 28 80758417 

f.e.h.designs@outlook.com

Artist Contact & Page Index
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Ciarán Hogan – C1 

353 87 1516062 

ciaran@ciaranhoganbaskets.com 

www.ciaranhoganbaskets.com

Joe Hogan – C2 

353 94 9548241 

joe@joehoganbaskets.com 

www.joehoganbaskets.com

James Horam – C7 

353 86 1676219 

jameshsculpture@hotmail.com

Genevieve Howard – C64 

353 86 3050175 

genevievehoward22@gmail.com

John Ireland – C47 

353 86 8328362 

johnirelandfurniture@gmail.com 

www.johnirelandfurniture.com

Matt Jones – C84 

353 7191 65587 

info@mattjoneswoodturner.com 

www.mattjoneswoodturner.com

Niamh Kearns – C14 

353 85 1550831 

kearnsniamh@hotmail.com 

www.niamh-artceramics. 

weebly.com

Catherine Keenan – C53 

44 78 71230355  

catherinekeenan126@gmail.com 

www.catherinekeenanglass.com

Conor Kelly – C48 

353 87 6486522 

hello@snug.ie 

www.snug.ie

Jane Kennedy – C65 

44 79 38899985 

kennedyjane29@gmail.com 

www.janeanna.com

John Lee – C49 

353 1 5054660 

john@johnleefurniture.com 

www.johnleefurniture.com

Geraldine Leonard – C32 

353 87 8137922 

gleonardartist@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/

GeraldineLeonardArtist

Kevin O’Dwyer / Liam Flynn – C77 

353 87 6963779 

kodwyerdesign@eircom.net 

www.irishsilversmith.com

Alison Lowry – C54 

44 77 4033454 

mail@alisonlowry.co.uk 

www.alisonlowry.co.uk

Cathy Mac Aleavey – C50 

353 87 9480801 

cathymacaleavey@gmail.com

Garry Marcham – C51 

353 66 7139896 

gooseislandworkshop@gmail.com 

www.gooseislandworkshop.ie

Charissa Martin – C38 

44 28 91857716 

cmartin888@hotmail.com

Artist Contact & Page Index
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Shauna McGowan – C75 

44 75 13834171 

info@shaunamcgowan.com 

www.shaunamcgowan.com

Michael Moore – C15 

44 7824 905538 

michaelmooreceramics@gmail.com 

www.michaelmooreceramics.com

Fiona Mulholland – C66 

353 87 6780374 

fionamulholland@hotmail.com 

www.mulhollandjewellery.com

Aoife Mullane – C39 

353 86 2671334 

11730229@student.ncad.ie 

www.aoife-mullane.tumblr.com

Jane Murtagh – C78 

353 61 357559 

janemurtagh@eircom.net 

www.janemurtagh.com

Anthony O’Brien – C16 

353 86 3579524 

antodob@gmail.com 

www.anthonyobrienart.com

Neasa O’Brien – C67 

353 86 1278966 

neasa@neasaobrien.com 

www.neasaobrien.com

Paula O’Callaghan – C68 

353 87 6529185 

paulacalla@yahoo.com

Robert O’Connor – C85 

353 87 2684488 

robertoconnor686@hotmail.com 

www.thewoodturningstudio.ie

Kevin O’Dwyer – C79 

353 87 6963779 

kodwyerdesign@eircom.net 

www.irishsilversmith.com

Etaoin O’Reilly – C17 

353 85 2049529 

etaoinoreilly46@hotmail.com 

www.etaoinoreillyceramics.com

Cillian Ó Súilleabháin – C52 

353 87 9518651 

info@cosfurniture.ie 

www.cosfurntiure.ie

Mary Palmer – C40 

353 87 9481567 

marimu.designs@gmail.com

Maria Graciana Parga – C41 

353 87 7707626 

graciana@parga.me 

www.gracianaparga.com

Mandy Parslow – C18 

353 62 56011 

mandyparslow@gmail.com 

www.parslowpottery.com

Elizabeth Petcu – C19 

353 1 2865513 

elizabethpetcu@hotmail.com 

www.elizabethpetcu.com

Laura Quinn – C55 

353 87 9025712 

laura.angela.quinn@gmail.com

Rachel Rankin – C33 

44 75 13856970 

rachel-rankin@outlook.com 

www.rachelrankin.com

Artist Contact & Page Index
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Charlie Ratcliff – C69 

353 85 7379765 

charlielratcliff@gmail.com 

www.charlieratcliff.com

Beth Royds – C34 

353 86 3698636 

bethnroyds@gmail.com

Maria Santos – C42 

353 87 9568945 

helioceles@gmail.com

Moritz Schurmann – C70 

353 87 6745365 

info@treasurering.ie

Sandi Sexton – C82 

353 1 0862538440 

bookartinfo@gmail.com 

www.sandisexton.com

Mary Shields – C35 

353 87 9789778 

jmaryshields@gmail.com

Rose Sinclair-Doyle – C56 

353 85 1274935 

rsindoyle701@gmail.com

Aisling Smyth – C43 

44 78 40147549 

asmyth92@hotmail.co.uk 

www.aislingsmyth.co.uk

Vicki Sutherland – C20 

353 1 2987067 

vickijsutherland@gmail.com 

www.sutherlandceramics.com

Eamon Tobin – C3 

353 51 427996 

eamontobin@ymail.com

Celine Traynor – C71 

44 77 34051617 

info@celinetraynor.com

Marie-Therese Walker – C72 

353 85 7584907 

therese.walker@gmail.com 

www.mtwjewellery.com

Andrew Whitelaw – C21 

353 85 7041075 

awhitelaw89@live.com 

Artist Contact & Page Index
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Please contact the craft makers directly about 
commissions at the contact details supplied in 
the index section of the catalogue.

The RDS National Craft Awards is part of the 
RDS Arts Programme which supports the 
transition from student to emerging artist, 
encouraging the pursuit of a career in craft, 
visual art and music. It is a vital part of the 
RDS vision of a culturally and economically 
flourishing Ireland. Speak to us today about 
becoming a Member of the RDS, and help to 
support this vision.

Email members@rds.ie or phone  
01 240 7296

For further details about the RDS Arts 
programme, please visit www.rds.ie/arts or 
phone 01 240 7255.

Arts Programme Manager 
Dara O’Leary

Senior Arts Administrator 
Veronica Reid

Foundation Administrator 
Katy Conneely

Photography  
Roland Paschhoff 
www.paschhoff.com

Design 
A Worthy Cause 
www.aworthycause.net

Additional Photography: 
C74 by Mike Bunn 
C12, C50, C80 images supplied by makers

Commission Enquiries and RDS Contact

All information correct at the time of  
going to print.


